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1. In early January PAK Hon-yong, the North Korean Foreign Minister and the 
South Korean Communist in the KIM Il-song government, and HONG Myong-hi (3 @ % ), 
Minister without Portfolio, were relieved of their posts as Vice-Premiers. PAK 
4s still Foreign Minister but HONG-was relieved of all cabinet responsibility, 
though he retains his position in the Democratic Front for Unification of the 
Fatherland. This makes HO Ka-i the sole Vice-Premier in the North Korean 


government. 
2. The backgrourl of these changes is as follows: 


a. PAK and HONG were appointed Vice-Premiers by KIM Il-song to demonstrate his 
desire to have South Korean Labor Party (SKLP) leaders in his government, 
and to conceal from them and the nationalist Communists in North Korea the 


fact. that he is being directed by the Soviets. 


b. PAK was trained in the Soviet Union and actively fought the Japanese in Korea. 
He ig more popular with the Koreans than KIM Il~song but he is unable to 
challenge KIM for party leadership because he lacks Soviet backing. Neverthele: 
PAK attempted to gain political and military power with the support of th 


following: 
CH'OE Yong-tal (4 * if), former Minister of Justice under the interim 
North Korean Peoples Committee (NKPC). 
YI Kang-kuk (£ /K Al ), former Chief of Foreign Affaire Bureau and 
member of NKPC,. . . 
HONG Nam=pyo ( > 77 #1 ), former professor of Seoul University. 
YI Séng«ydp, leader of guerrillas in Korea. 
KIM Won-pong (4. % /il ), former Chairman of the People's Progressive 
Party in the ROK.2 | 

HO Song-t'aek, former North Korean Minister of Labor.3 


c. The North Korean government overestimated the SKLP potential when they invaded 
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the ROK because PAK Héneyong advised KIM Ilesong that the SKLP could control 
South Korea when the North Koreans Seoul, PAK planned to overthrow the 
RHEE government the moment Seoul fell to the Communists, PAK was able to 

secure adherents in the armed forces and in the North Korean occupation agencies _ 


operating in South Korea. When the Chinese Communiste entered the conflict, 


ine clique 
promises, YI Kang-kuk, KIM Won-pong, and CH'OE Win-ttaek, who were all . 
- formerly with the KIM Ku goverment in China and friends of the pro- 


double game also approached the 
Wichole’, CR'OE, PARK Nemoun and CH'OE Won=pil, all Communist intellectuals » 
who attempted to influence the Soviet ambassador, 


da, KIM Tlewcng was assured of the solid support of the Soviet Union, however, and 
began cleaning out the pro-Chinese Communist officials in the government, and 
army, relieving KIM Hu-ch&ng and CH'OE Yong-kon of their high positions 4 


KIM Tleweng plans, in the event of a Korean amtistice, to rid the North Korean 
government of South Korean Communists and nationalists by sending em to the 


North Koresn goverment would thus gein favor with the Commmnists' in 


Korean governmen ‘ ; 

split between the North Korean government and South Korean Labor Party and 

thet they will refuse to cooperate, but KIM TL will take this chance and 

house that the ROK government will be blamed forthe elimination of the SKLP 
adders, e 


i. coment. SKLP leader and Vice-Chairman of the Presidium, Supreme Korean | 
2 


r ssembly. 


2. Comment, Fled to North Korea in 199 and became head of the National 
action stry in 1950. ; seen ¢ 
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